
22 November 2018 Term 4:  Week 7 

PRINCIPAL 
Mr Matthew Beacroft 

Dear Parents and Friends,  

As the weather heats up it was a perfect day to have our swimming carnival. Thank you to 
the staff, parents and students who made yesterday such an enjoyable day.  

End of Year Arts Showcase 

As has been communicated via email and notes sent home our End of Year Christmas 
Concert has a different format this year as the Art Showcase. As always this is a compulsory 
event for all students as we celebrate the conclusion of the 2018 school year. It has been 
wonderful to see a number of students getting out of their comfort zone and showing 
CONFIDENCE, COLLABORATION and PERSISTENCE as they practice their singing and playing 
in readiness for the night. One of the strengths of our school is certainly the multitude of 
opportunities that the students are able to access during their time during school.  

The Art Showcase will begin at 6pm. Students will be able to show you their displayed art 
work, the nature movie they filmed and edited earlier in the term as well as having the 
opportunity to contribute to a community art project. The night will also feature whole 
class and student performances throughout the evening.  

Important points to note: 

 Students are to wear School Formal Uniform 

 Spirit and Academic awards will be presented 

 Farewell of departing staff 

I look forward to seeing all of you on the night.  

Principal Reading Challenge 

As Mrs Morgante has mentioned in the library section the Principals Reading Challenge has 
now concluded. Thank you Mrs Morgante for the organisation of this which has seen all the 
students across grades have access to authors, special guests and the possibility of winning 
some prizes next week as we finalise the challenge. More importantly we hope the love of 
reading continues over the school holidays especially with the number of amazing BCC 
libraries that you can access at any time.  

Semester Two Report Cards  

Semester Two reports will be available to download from the Parent Portal as of 
Wednesday 5th December. To access your child’s report, please select your child under ‘My 
Students’ and then click on the ‘Academic Reports’ folder. It is recommended by Brisbane 
Catholic Education to save this PDF document to your own USB or personal storage device.  

If you encounter any issues with downloading your child's report or if you require a hard 
copy please contact the office. Additionally please contact your child's teacher if clarity is 
required on the content of the report.  

A Parent Portal ‘how to’ form is attached to this email for your reference. 

Regards,  
Matthew Beacroft 
Principal 
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SCHOOL 

NOTICES 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

Year 6 Graduation Mass 

On Tuesday, 4th December, we will hold our Year 6 Graduation Mass in Holy Rosary Church 
from 9:30am. After Mass and presentations we will gather in Baratta Stadium for our 
graduation cake. This is a special event for our graduating students and their families. All St 
Mary of the Cross School families, friends and our parish are welcome to attend. 

Christmas Appeal 

The St Vincent de Paul chapter Lutwyche is seeking to make 
hampers, ranging from basics to the extras that make the 
season a little more festive. If you are able to add one or two 
of the following to your shopping trolley to help our local 
community, it would be greatly appreciated. Thank you to 
those families who have already made donations. 

Prep:   Jelly Crystals (red or green) 

Yr 1:   Packaged Fruit Cake 

Yr 2:   Long-life Custard 

Yr 3/4:   Bon Bons & Lollies 

Yr 5/6:   Tinned fruit & vegetables  

All classes:  Lip gloss/balm, deodorant, small tubes of  
  hand cream, body wash and aftershave/cologne/body spray. 

Each class and the office have collection boxes.  I will deliver the items to St Vincent de Paul 
on behalf of our school on Wednesday, 5th December, ready to assemble the hampers. 
Thank you again for your support of such a worthy local cause.  

Have a peaceful week, 
Dean Estreich  
APRE 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL (APRE) 
Mr Dean Estreich 

NOVEMBER 

3rd Sam & Will 

8th Alanis 

11th Will A 

14th Davi 

18th Summer R 

23rd Eli 

24th Clara 

25th Keira 

27th Oliver L & James 

29th Shelliah 

30th Harry 

DECEMBER 

5th Gipsy 

8th Elijah 

12th Jack 

21st Jazelle 

26th Eloise 

28th Zander 

KEYBOARD LESSONS with Steve Hawley 
We are very happy to offer Keyboard Lessons during school hours. Please contact 

Steve directly on 0431 014 375 if you are interested in this opportunity. 

Private & Group Lessons avail. (max. 4pp)     |     Mon & Tue from $15 per 1/2hr 
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Principal’s Reading Challenge 

On Monday we were delighted to 
welcome Trevor Evans MP to our school as 
part of our Principal’s Reading Challenge.  
Trevor spoke highly of the great reading 
culture which exists at St Mary of the 
Cross, as well as delivering prizes to five 
students who have caught the ‘Reading 
Bug’ as part of the challenge. 
Congratulations to Edward Wild, Jemima 
Tynin, Albie Royes, Josh Kofler and 
Savannah Smith.  In the library, we believe 
that reading is one of the greatest gifts 
and joys in life.  To use a well-worn 
metaphor, reading is both a window and a 
mirror – allowing people to look outwards 
to worlds beyond their own, as well as 
reflecting and affirming their own lives.  
There have been many articles written 
about the concept of window-and-mirror-
texts, and we’ve included an image to 
inspire you to continue reading, even after 
the Principal’s Reading Challenge is over! 

End of year returns 

A big THANK YOU to all families who have 
returned books to the library on time 
throughout the year, as well as those who 
have let us know about a lost or damaged 
book. We are very grateful to you. In 
Week 8, overdue notices will be sent to 
students who have books outstanding.  
Please feel free to contact the library with 
any queries.  If you have lost or damaged a 
book, we encourage you to replace the 
book or pay a small fee so that we can 
recoup our losses.   

Brisbane City Council Libraries 

Take advantage of this great community resource!  Brisbane City Council Libraries offer an 
incredible service free of charge!  We encourage you to explore your local library – 
Grange, Nundah, Everton Park or Chermside.  Libraries also offer an amazing school-
holiday and weekend program.  To find out more, go to https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/
facilities-recreation/libraries 

Happy (end-of-year) Reading! 

Nena Morgante  
(Teacher Librarian) 

NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 
Mrs Nena Morgante 

UNIFORM 

SHOP 2019 

School Shoes  
$40 a pair 

We are selling our stock 
of New Balance black 
leather school shoes. 
Approx. 1 pair in kids 

sizes 11—7.  

TUESDAY 22nd Jan 

10am to 2pm 

WEDNESDAY 23rd Jan 

10am to 2pm 

THURSDAY 24th Jan 
10am to 2pm 

SCHOOL 

NOTICES 

School banking has 
FINISHED for 2018. 

School banking starts 

MONDAY 
4th FEB 2019 

https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/facilities-recreation/libraries
https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/facilities-recreation/libraries


Dear Parents and Friends, 

The following is a reflection from Joan Chittister and may 
be worth remembering as we rush into the end-of-school 
activities and then holidays and Christmas and … 

Life is not meant to be a burden. Life is not a problem to be 
solved. It is a blessing to be celebrated.  Every dimension of 
life, its gains and its losses, is reason for celebration 
because each of them brings us closer to wisdom and 
fullness of understanding.  … Bounty and beauty and 
abundance … give us a foretaste of wholeness. These are 
the palpable manifestations of the goodness of God in our 
lives. All of these things come unbidden. They are not signs 
of either our sin or our sinlessness. They are simply signs 
that the God of life is a living, loving God.  Learning to 
celebrate joy is one of the great practices of the spiritual 
life. It confirms our trust in God. It affirms the greatness of 
creation. It seals our dependence on God. It attests to the 
beauty of the present and asserts our confidence in the beauty of the future. It 
recognizes the mercy and love of God.  When we celebrate the good things in life, we 
trace them to the Creator who gives without merit, openhandedly, out of the very 
goodness of community, love, and support that are by nature at the base of the 
human condition. 

Joan is not denying the existence of pain and suffering in our lives, but is asking us to 
focus more on the good, as is the following from an article on ‘Living in the Present 
Moment’. 

Mary MacKillop would say:  “Keep your mind in peace whatever happens.” 

Have a good week, trying to enjoy the achievements of the day. 

God bless, 

Sr Anne 

HEALTHY LUNCHES 

While Darcy’s soup recipe may not be the best for this weather, it is certainly a healthy recipe and might still be enjoyed by 
some people and is certainly a great way to eat vegetables. 

Minestrone Soup 

Ingredients 

 5 large potatoes 
 1 large sweet potato 
 2 stalks celery 
 1 red onion 
 2 cloves garlic 
 500g green beans 
 1 tin red kidney beans  

Method 

1. Cut into cubes both types of potatoes, dice the onions, slice the beans and celery, crush the garlic. 
2. Place olive oil into bottom of heavy bottom pot and heat.  
3. Place onion and garlic into pan & sauté. 
4. Add potatoes, beans  and celery into pan and sauté. 
5. Add diced tomato, vegetable stock and Italian herbs. Season with salt and pepper to taste. 
6. Bring to boil and reduce to simmer. 
7. Add red beans (drained and washed), cooking until potatoes are soft. 
8. Add pasta and cook until al dente. 
9. Add cabbage – cook for further 5 minutes and serve.  
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PASTORAL CARE 
Sr Anne Cannon 

 3 tomatoes diced 
 2 cups vegetable stock 
 1 handful of pasta (optional) – small size 
 ¼ head of cabbage 
 2 tablespoons tomato paste 
 Salt and pepper to taste  
 2 tablespoons Italian mixed herbs  



07 3857 4803   |   pwindsor@bne.catholic.edu.au 
22 Grafton St, Windsor  Qld  4030   |   PO Box 535, Lutwyche  Qld  4030 

www.stmaryofthecross.qld.edu.au 
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OPENING HOURS in 2019 

 TUESDAY 22nd January 10am to 2pm 

 WEDNESDAY 23rd January 10am to 2pm 

 THURSDAY 24th January 10am to 2pm 

Swimming Carnival 
What a Splash-tastic Day! 



 

St Vincent de Paul 

Christmas Hamper Appeal 

The Lutwyche Parish St Vincent De Paul (SVDP) conference has a long history of preparing 

Christmas hampers for the needy of the parish.  

We invite all Parish school families to donate festive food items as outlined below. 

Prep:   Jelly Crystals (red or green) 

Yr 1:   Packaged Fruit Cake 

Yr 2:   Longlife Custard 

Yr 3:   Bon Bons (Xmas crackers) 

Yr 4:   Lollies 

Yr 5:   Tinned Fruit 

Yr 6:   Tins / Jars of Salad, Vegetables (beetroot, corn, asparagus etc) 

The SVDP Conference would also like to include personal care items in the hampers. Most SVDP 

clients in this parish are single adults. We are therefore requesting donations of the following 

items: 

 Lip gloss / balm 

 Deodorant 

 Small tubes of hand cream 

 Body wash 

 Men's aftershave/cologne/body spray 

*Collection boxes are in each classroom and the office. 



BCE CONNECT MOBILE APP 
Connecting parents and schools

BCE Connect provides a platform to securely access school information, making it
easier to keep track of all things school related and stay in touch. 
 
All Brisbane Catholic Education schools are available in BCE Connect and the app
integrates with the schools Public Website, Parent Portal, Social Media platforms and
Google Maps. 

Log in to BCE Connect using your Parent Portal login
credentials and "favourite" your chosen schools to
receive notifications direct from the school (including
emergency announcements - such as school closures). 

The benefits of using BCE Connect include:
Stay connected, with up-to-date information and announcements
Receive emergency alerts
Easily notify the school of a student absence
Add school events or term dates to your personal calendar
Quickly access school newsletters, tuckshop information, class
events, blogs and more
Access documents such as uniform price lists and school policy
documents

Added a password reset option to the login screen
Pull down to refresh content
Staff can now edit blog posts
Various bug fixes

 
Analytical data 
Improvements to staff blogging  

A NEW UPDATE HAS BEEN RELEASED

UPDATE AVAILABLE 15/11/18

OTHER RECENT CHANGES INCLUDE:
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